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QMat students and professors at the kick-off meeting at IPCMS on October 18th, 2018. Credits: Prof. Dr. Wienmann.

Editorial:
We are excited to present you this first
edition of the QMat newsletter! Ev-
ery two months, we report on the past
events, talk about interesting news,
and preview the future plans for our
graduate school. In this issue, we re-
vise the PhD conference and the mini-
symposium on Quantum Materials or-
ganized in the past month, and provide
updates regarding the internal student
meetings. We hope that many new ac-
tivities will continue to develop in the
years to come. Wishing you a pleasant
reading.

MESSAGE FROM THE QMAT
COORDINATORS
“The QMat international first call for
applications for 2019/2020 has just
completed. We received a 50 percent
increase in high quality applications
over last year, with applications com-
ing in from all around the world. We
would like to thank all the QMat mem-
bers for their help, especially for help-
ing promote QMat and making Stras-
bourg an attractive place to study
physics! The second call targeting local
and European students is now open.
See the QMat website for further de-
tails.”

RECENT ACTIVITIES

March 18th

PHD CONFERENCE

QMat PhD students presented their re-
search to QMAT master students in
a conference held at the IPCMS au-
ditorium. The goal was to give an
overview of the diverse research top-
ics ranging from simulation of exotic
phases of matter to understanding of
human vision leading to an active par-
ticipation in question-answer session.
The insightful discussions throughout
the event were helpful for the master
students to choose a future research
project following their interests in the
different fields. As QMat master stu-
dent M. Morgado put it: “The first edi-
tion of the PhD QMat Conference seems
to be a promising initiative to bring to-
gether and share ideas between the PhD

and Master QMates from different ar-
eas of research in IPCMS and ISIS, giv-
ing a broad perspective of the current
work carried in many of the top groups
of Strasbourg.”

March 4th

MINI-SYMPOSIUM ON
QUANTUM MATERIALS
QMat organized a mini-symposium
at the IPCMS auditorium discussing
about quantum materials. Dr. Jehl from
Grenoble explained the implementa-
tion of qubits in silicon structures
making use of a well analyzed ma-
terial, in contrast to approaches with
atoms or ions. Dr. Vuillaume from
Lille explained about electron trans-
port in molecular nanostructures. To
conclude, Dr. Bernand Mantel from
Toulouse, who presented her work on
the skyrmion bubble transition.
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YIG NEWS
A couple of meetings of QMat students
forming Young Investigator Group
(YIG) were scheduled in order to re-
view past activities and discuss upcom-
ing events. During one of these meet-
ings, a committee for social outreach
was formed, which manages accounts
on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn
for QMat (links below). QMat mas-
ter student M. Morgado also prepared
LATEX templates for QMat presentations,
available to any member. Please write
us an e-mail if anyone would like to re-
ceive them.

QMat Website: qmat.unistra.fr

Twitter: @QMat_UniStra

Facebook: QMat International Grad-
uate School

LinkedIn: QMat Graduate School

February 19th

YOU HAVE VOTED!
27 QMat students (26% M1, 33% M2,
and 41% PhD students) participated
in a vote on the topics of main inter-
est in our community in order to plan
upcoming activities. A majority of stu-
dents showed interest in a workshop
on quantum information along with
positive feedback to other topics.

Credits: Dennis Jankovíc.

Therefore, we would like to hear from
motivated students who are interested
in helping to organize the QMat work-
shop. To be involved as a volunteer,
please do not hesitate to contact us. E-
mails are provided below.

WHAT’S UP NEXT?
QMAT TRAVEL SUPPORT
QMat encourages its students to at-
tend to conferences, workshops, or
summer/winter schools to explore and
learn more about the research hap-
pening in other parts of France and

Europe. For this purpose, QMat of-
fers to support you financially. We en-
courage all QMat students to make
full use of this opportunity. To re-
quest QMat support to attend work-
shops, conferences, or special training
opportunities, please email to qmat-
students@unistra.fr: (i) a short motiva-
tion letter with details on the finan-
cial request, (ii) accompanying infor-
mation, e.g. scientific program and (iii)
a short letter of support from your su-
pervisor/mentor. Applications will be
processed within approximately two
weeks.

QMAT WORKSHOP
An initiative of QMat Workshop is be-
ing led by the PhD students G. Masella
and S. Shevate. They are currently
looking for motivated students who
would like to volunteer in the organiza-
tion. This is a great opportunity to have
an exposure to diverse research com-
munity and get a chance to talk to lead-
ing researchers and scientists. Through
this you get an excellent chance to
test your organizational skills. There-
fore, we would like to hear from moti-
vated students. To register as volunteer,
please feel free to contact us.
E-mails are given below.

LOGO CONTEST FOR THE
YOUNG INVESTIGATOR
GROUP
We are excited to launch a contest
for the creation of a logo for our
Young Investigator Group (YIG). All
your ideas and creations are welcome.
Please send us your designs by the
end of the June. The winner will be
awarded with an attractive prize in the
following YIG meeting!

SCIENCE OVER BARBECUE
We would like to announce our first
ever “Science over BBQ” session in
the coming summer. This will be a
great opportunity to chat with your
QMat colleagues from different re-
search backgrounds in a friendly en-
vironment. We are looking forward to
seeing all of you! Details will be con-
veyed soon via e-mail.

QMAT ORIENTATION DAY

QMat is happy to announce an Orienta-
tion Day which will be held at the end
of September 2019, aiming towards
welcoming new students into the QMat
community. It will be an opportunity
for the newcomers to get familiarized
with the colleagues, different research
laboratories and the administration of
QMat along with an attractive aperi-
tif. More details will be provided in the
next issues of the newsletter.

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
ECPM

On May 31st and June 1st, the Euro-
pean School of Polymers and Materi-
als Chemistry will celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the Chemical Engineer-
ing degree from the University of Stras-
bourg. QMat encourages its students
to participate as there are some ses-
sions planned that will be of particular
interest to QMat students. More than
1000 participants from over 350 com-
panies and laboratories in France and
abroad (more than 16 countries) are
expected. For more details, please re-
fer to http://bit.ly/Programme100ans!

QUANTUM FUTURE
ACADEMY

QMat strongly encourages its stu-
dents to take part in Quantum Future
Academy which is an initiative spon-
sored by the German Federal Ministry
of Education and Research (BMBF)
and the French Ministry of Education,
Research and Innovation (MESRI).
The QFA announces a summer school
that will take place from July 24th to
August 31st this year. The event will
take place in Strasbourg and Paris, as
well as in the German cities Karlsruhe
and Saarbrücken. All the travel ex-
penses are covered by the QFA and
the participation is free of charge.
Applications and other details are
available at https://www.universite-
paris-saclay.fr/en/quantum-future-
academy-2019.
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